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GALAPAGOS READING LIST 
 

 
If you wish to order any of the following books, please visit www.Longitudebooks.com. You can search by 
subject, title or author and have the books shipped directly to you. They are also helpful in searching for 
copies of books that may be out of print.  Most are also available on www.amazon.com. 

 

CD-ROM Galápagos: A Multimedia exploration of the Galápagos Islands; produced by Latitude Cero 
Digital Productions under the auspices and with the scientific endorsement of the Charles Darwin 
Foundation. The lead contributing author and designer of this interactive virtual encyclopedia of the 
Galápagos is Richard Polatty, INCA’s lead naturalist guide. It features interactive island maps, descriptions 
of more than 400 species (birds, reptiles, mammals, and plants), animations explaining different 
phenomena of the islands, 540 color pictures, 26 videos, 900 hypertext relations, and several games.  

Galapagos, The Islands That Changed the World; Paul D. Stewart (2011 DVD or Blue-Ray).  This stunning 
three-part  BBC documentary, filmed in high definition, captures the rugged beauty, allure and wildlife of 
the islands. Narrated by Tilda Swinton. This 2-disc set contains a special feature on Lonesome George and 
the Battle for Galapagos. Available in North American format.  

Galapagos IMAX (2002). A marine biologist from the Smithsonian Institution's National Museum of Natural 
History leads this astonishing expedition to the Galapagos islands, a world that is still relatively new and 
evolving. Descending to depths of 3,000 feet, the scientists find a window into the past and a frontier for 
exploration. 

Galápagos: A Natural History Guide, by Michael Jackson (University of Calgary Press, 1995). A revised and 
expanded complete guide to the Galápagos. Covers a variety of topics including historical background, 
environmental setting, colonization, evolution and ecology. Descriptions of plants, reptiles, birds, mammals, 
insects and marine life. 316 pages, illustrated, color plates. Paperback. 

Wildlife of the Galápagos, by Julian Fitter, Daniel Fitter & David Hosking (Harper Collins Publishers, 2000). 
An identification guide of the Galápagos Islands covering over 350 commonly-seen species of birds, 
mammals, reptiles, invertebrates, plants, and coastal and marine life. Illustrated with photographs, maps 
and drawings. 254 pages, illustrated. Paperback. 

http://www.longitudebooks.com/
http://www.amazon.com/
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Reef Fish Identification: Galapagos, by Paul Humann (New World Publications, Inc., 2003). A 
comprehensive photographic/illustrated, easy-to-use field guide for the underwater naturalist by renowned 
Galápagos marine expert. 240 pages, color with detailed descriptions. Paperback.  

A Guide to the Birds of the Galápagos Islands, by Isabel Castro & Antonia Phillips (Princeton University 
Press, 1996). Details of all species within the Galápagos archipelago including migrants. Excellent color 
plates illustrating species. 144 pages, color and black & white illustrations. Hardcover.  

Birds, Mammals, and Reptiles of the Galapagos Islands, 2nd Addition by Andy Swash and Rob Still. (Yale 
University Press; 2nd Edition 2006).  This simple-to-use, pocket-size volume offers a comprehensive guide to 
the unique wildlife of the Galápagos, encompassing all the birds, mammals, and reptiles a visitor to these 
extraordinary islands might encounter. The second edition corrects and amends plates and text, as well as 
adds six new photos of the whales. 168 pages.  Paperback. 

Insight Guides Ecuador & Galápagos, Edited by Tony Perrottet (Insight Guides, 2013) A colorful and 
descriptive introduction to Ecuador, it covers everything from human history to natural history. Each chapter 
is written by an author who is particularly qualified in their subject area. The photos are gorgeous! 368 
pages, illustrated. Paperback.  

The Beak of the Finch: A Story of Evolution in Our Time, by Jonathan Weiner (Knopf, 1994). A fascinating & 
dramatic story of scientific discovery—the story of evolution in action—based on the Grants research on 
Daphne Major over the last two decades. Weiner demonstrates that evolution happens “fast and now”. B & 
W illustrations. 332 pages. Paperback.  

Galápagos, Discovery on Darwin’s Islands, by David Steadman & Steven Zousmer (Smithsonian, 1988). 
This pioneering look at the Galápagos by a research scientist shows why the islands remain center stage in 
the study of evolution. A beautiful coffee table book with exquisite photos and illustrations. 207 pages. 
Hardcover.  

Galapagos: The Islands That Changed the World, by Paul D. Stewart (Yale University Press, 2007).  Rocky, 
fragile, beautiful, strange—the Galápagos archipelago is unlike any other place on earth. Its geology, its 
unique flora and fauna, and its striking role in human history intersect in surprising and dynamic ways.  240 
pages. Paperback.   

Galapagos: The Enchanted Islands, Through Writer’s Eyes, Anthology, edited John Hickman (Eland Books, 
2009). This human history of the islands from the Inca to gentleman pirates, fitful castaways and scientists 
includes tales by Herman Melville, Charles Darwin and Captain David Porter. Originally published as The 
Enchanted Islands: Galapagos Discovered. 232 pages. Paperback. 

The Voyage of the Beagle, by Charles Darwin (Penguin Books, Penguin Group, 1989). A shortened version 
of the 1839 edition of Charles Darwin’s book. A great classic of natural history, it is not only a key work in 
the evolution of modern thought, but is also first rate literature. 432 pages, illustrated. Paperback.  

On the Origin of Species, by Charles Darwin (Empire Books, 2011). 320 pages. In 1831, naturalist and 
geologist Charles Darwin joined the Beagle expedition to Tierra del Fuego. What he observed when he got 
to the new world would eventually lead him to formulate his theory of natural selection. Published in 1859, 
“On the Origin of the Species” is the controversial classic that revolutionized natural science and altered our 
understanding of the world. Paperback 

Charles Darwin, A Biography, Vol. 1 – Voyaging, by Janet Browne (Knopf, 1995). The first of two volumes 
that will constitute the definitive biography of Darwin as man and scientist. Much new material is used to 
help unravel the enigma of Darwin’s career. A wonderfully dramatic story! 605 pages, illustrated. Hardback.  

Floreana, A Woman’s Pilgrimage to the Galápagos, by Margret Wittmer (reprint 2013). A remarkable first-
hand account of a woman who settled on the island of Floreana in 1932. 240 pages Paperback. 


