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WHAT TO BRING – GALÁPAGOS PACKING LIST 
 
MONEY AND IMPORTANT PAPERS 
 
 Passport—valid for at least six months after your return to the US. 

 Photocopy of your passport that you carry separately from your passport 

 Citizens other than US citizens need to check on visa requirements.  
List of Nationalities that require a visa to enter Ecuador: 
www.ecuador.org/visas_nationalities.htm 

 An additional photo ID—this can be your driver’s license. 

 Airline tickets. 

 Credit cards—in order of preference: MasterCard, Visa, AmericanExpress, Diners Club. 

 US Dollars—carry lots of small bills ($1’s & $5’s) for tips and miscellaneous needs. 

 Money belt or a special wallet with a strap or clip that attaches to your belt or waistband, available at 
stores or catalog companies that specialize in travel gear. 

 

YOU WILL NEED MONEY FOR 

 Meals occasionally not included (please refer to your itinerary) – cash or credit card. 

 Galápagos Park entrance fee: Adults $100 US, Children (under 12) $50 US, payable in cash only, on 
arrival at the airport in the Galápagos Islands.* Your guide will collect the fees to pay as a group so 
you can relax rather than stand in line.  Keep your Entry Card—it will be needed for your exit.  *Please 
note that taxes and fees are subject to change at any time.  

 INGALA transit fee: $20 US – cash only. Keep this form for your exit.  

 Gratuities and tips for guides, crew, and naturalist, at your discretion in cash (see “Gratuities and 
Tipping”); tips for meals and portage are included in the trip price. 

 Personal expenses such as laundry, phone calls or snacks – cash or credit card, depending on what 
and where. 

 Bar tab on the yacht and elsewhere for alcoholic beverages, sodas, juices, etc. – cash or credit card. 

 Wetsuit rental: $45 – cash only. 

 Souvenirs and shopping – cash or credit card. 
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PACKING LIST: EQUIPMENT 

 Small daypack for day hikes & shore visits to carry your things. 

 Small flashlight with extra batteries and bulb (for Amazon itineraries). 

 Good quality sunglasses with strap or cord—extra pair of glasses is advised. 

 Spare pair of prescription glasses or contacts. 

 Mask and snorkel—Although these items are available on both the Integrity and the Reina Silvia, there 
are no guarantees as to quantity, quality, or variety.  If you want to snorkel, we advise that you bring 
your own equipment, especially the mask.  If your feet are an unusual size, you may consider bringing 
your own fins as well. 

 Wetsuits – The water in the Galápagos Islands is considered sub-tropical, and is cooled by cold ocean 
currents. Depending on your personal sensitivity to cool or cold water, we recommend that you bring a 
wetsuit that will be suitable for your own comfort in water temperatures ranging between 60° and 70°F. 
Wetsuits are not available on the Integrity or Reina Silvia yachts. 

 Wetsuits can be rented in Puerto Ayora in Galápagos prior to boarding the yacht. If you wish to rent a 
wetsuit, your guide will take you to a store where you can try on the suit for size and pay for the rental. 
The cost is $45 per person for a 7-day rental. 

 Binoculars—pack these only in your carry-on luggage. 

 Photo equipment and film—Pack this only in your carry-on luggage.  For a more detailed list of 
photography equipment, see the “Photography” section. 

 Chargers for digital and video cameras—pack these only in your carry-on luggage. 

 Patch cord for video cameras—There will be a TV/DVD available on board the yachts.  Pack this only 
in your carry-on luggage.  

 CDs and DVDs for personal use and use in your stateroom aboard the Integrity and Reina Silvia. 

 Diary (to keep a journal of your experiences). 

 Field guides, leisure reading. 

 Pocket dictionary (Spanish/English) and a phrase book. 

 Cell Phone for those wishing to remain in contact while on vacation.  Cellular coverage is fairly 
widespread in Ecuador, however coverage in the Galápagos is limited to the islands of Santa Cruz, 
Baltra and San Cristóbal.  There is no coverage in the Ecuadorian Amazon, however most lodges have 
phone service. 

  



 
 

INCA International Nature & Cultural Adventures T +1 (510) 420-1550 E info@inca1.com 
1311 63rd Street, Emeryville CA 94608 USA F +1 (510) 420-0947 W www.inca1.com 3 

 

PACKING LIST: CLOTHING 

GALÁPAGOS 

 2–3 pairs of hiking/walking shorts. 

 1 pair of quick-drying, nylon shorts. 

 Rain poncho or rain jacket/windbreaker with hood (yellow may attract insects) during rainy season. 

 1–2 pairs of lightweight cotton or quick-dry pants. 

 2 long-sleeved cotton shirts. 

 4–8 short-sleeved shirts. 

 Sweater or light fleece to be worn under windbreaker on deck in the evenings. 

 1 nicer outfit for farewell dinner on the yacht—smart casual (optional).   

 Underwear and socks. 

 Broad brim, lightweight hat with chin strap, for protection against the sun. 

 1–2 bathing suits. 

 Shoes—bring two or more of the following list.  Please scrub all footwear before entering the 
Galápagos to avoid bringing in foreign seeds. 

o Tennis, running or walking shoes—You can get by with one pair, but you may wish to bring 
two (especially if you don’t plan on bringing Teva-type sandals).  You can use one pair for dry 
landings and one for wet landings. 

o Teva, Chaco, Keen sandals or similar—These are sandals that are great for wet landings and 
suitable for most of the shore visits.   These are available in many sporting goods and footwear 
stores. 

o Lightweight hiking boots—Generally walking or running shoes are sufficient, but you may 
prefer the added ankle support of hiking boots. 

o Slippers or deck shoes if you desire: shoes are not required on board yachts.  Well-operated 
yachts do not permit any street or beach shoes to be worn on board—they must be left at the 
gangway.  You may want to bring slippers or light-soled deck shoes if you dislike going 
barefoot on a boat. 

 
QUITO & THE ANDES 

Quito’s daytime temperatures average 60°–75°F and nighttime 40°–60°F. 
 1 sweater—or wear the sweater and the waterproof windbreaker or poncho you bring for the 

Galápagos Islands part of your trip. 

 For rain, wear your waterproof windbreaker or poncho, or bring a collapsible umbrella 
(optional)—There is a chance of afternoon showers.  

 If your visit includes a visit to the Ecuadorian Countryside, please note that the nights are often 
chilly after the sun goes down, even in the summer. 
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 If your visit includes a stay at La Mirage Garden Hotel & Spa, we observe that most guests 
there dress more formally for meals--La Mirage is a preferred elegant dinner destination for 
Eucadorians. 

 If your visit includes a stay at Hacienda Zuleta, realize it is a working ranch and plan for 
hiking, horseback riding, and other optional activities.  Dining is informal, family-style. 

 
AMAZON 

Your clothing from the Galapagos will be sufficient for the Amazon.  Tall socks and quick-dry 
fabrics are recommended.  Boots, ponchos and unbrellas all provided by the lodges. 

 

TOILETRIES, MEDICATIONS, SUNDRIES 

 Any medications that you may need, including: 

o Cold/sinus medication. 

o Aspirin, Advil (Ibuprofen), or other pain reliever, Excedrin PM or Tylenol PM if you are a 
light sleeper. 

o Motion sickness remedies (for more information please refer to the section “Pre-trip Health 
and Medical”). 

o Pepto Bismol, Imodium, Bismuth, Cipro (for diarrhea). 

 Small, personal first aid kit, with items like Band-Aids, swabs, tweezers, moleskin. 

 Lip Balm with SPF of 15 or greater. 

 Sunscreen (minimum 30 SPF, 50 is better)—Very important!  Much of your time is spent outdoors 
under the intense equatorial sun. 

 Good quality sunglasses. 

 Hand sanitizer. 

 Some toilet paper or tissues for emergencies—even in the cities it may be very handy. 

 Contact lens case, saline solution and eyeglasses. 

 Ear plugs and eye mask—helps sleeping on flights and when the yacht is underway. 

 Washcloth—The yachts provide clean towels daily. 

 Toiletries—toothbrush, toothpaste, nail clippers, moisturizer, personal hygiene, etc. 

 Insect repellent—Occasionally there are a few mosquitoes and black flies in Galápagos. 

 Clothing-care items such as safety pins, clothespins, sewing kit. 
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BAGGAGE 

Please make sure that each of your checked-in pieces as well as your carry-on luggage has an 
INCA identification tag on the outside of each bag. INCA staff identifies your luggage at the 
airport, hotels and on the yachts by these tags.  Make sure that there is clear identification inside 
the bag as well.  

Travel as light as possible.  You will have to keep track of your things and sometimes need help 
with your bags. If you bring little with you, you have room to take lots back! 

BAGGAGE ON INTERNATIONAL FLIGHTS 

Please check directly with your airline regarding their baggage policies.   Many airlines have 
checked baggage fees and weight limits.  Your bags will be weighed and sized carefully at check-
in.  

During holiday and busy travel periods, no excess baggage is allowed.  Excess baggage and boxes 
will be shipped via air cargo at the passenger’s expense and most likely will not arrive when you 
do. 

CHECK-IN 

You must arrive at the airport for check-in AT LEAST one hour before domestic flights and two 
hours before international flights. If you show up later, you may not get on—especially when the 
flights have been oversold. 

BAGGAGE ON DOMESTIC (ECUADORIAN) FLIGHTS 

The per person baggage limit on domestic flights to the Galápagos Islands is two checked pieces 
and one carry-on.  Currently the total checked baggage weight cannot exceed 44 pounds (20 
kilos) per person.  If your baggage is over 20 kilos, you will most likely be charged approximately 
$2 per kilo (2.2 lbs.) for the excess baggage weight. Subject to change without notice. 

The National Park Authorities have installed a desk for luggage inspection at the national 
departure hall for all flights with the destination Galápagos.  Employees of the NP check baggage 
for organic material such as food, plants (including wood) and so on.  For this reason we ask that 
if you bring your own snacks, make sure they are pre-packaged. 

STORAGE SPACE ON YACHTS 

Storage space aboard the yacht is limited. Secure storage is available free of charge at your Quito 
hotel for extra suitcases and other items while you are in the Islands. 

RULE OF THUMB 

Maintain as low an economic profile as possible.  Do not bring fancy luggage as it attracts thieves 
and gets scuffed up due to rough handling.  We advise that you use TSA locks on your luggage.  
An inexpensive, short-term theft and lost-baggage insurance policy is HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 
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for ease of mind and minor losses.  Through the decades our travelers have had very few losses.  
However, occasionally something happens with the checked luggage at airports. 

If you are using the same carrier (e.g. American Airlines) for domestic (U.S.) and international 
flights, we recommend checking your baggage through to the Destination City.  If you are 
changing carriers, contact the individual airlines for their recommendations.  When you check your 
bags, carefully examine the claim check to verify that they have been tagged for the correct city.  
Quito code is UIO, Guayaquil is GYE. 

CARRY-ON LUGGAGE 

Be sure to carry all documents, money, passports, tickets, medications, prescription glasses, 
sunglasses, camera and accessories, film, personal electronics and accessories, binoculars and 
other items of value in your carry-on luggage.  Never pack  items of significant dollar, use or 
sentimental value in your checked luggage.  You’ll feel very glad you carried on a change of 
clothes any time your checked bags do not show up on the carousel. It is not uncommon for bags 
to misconnect en route and be delayed a day or more. 

Be aware of TSA regulations.  Currently, no bottles, tubes or plastic containers larger than 3 
ounces containing liquids, creams, pastes or gels are permitted in carry-on luggage.  Visit the TSA 
traveler’s website: http://www.tsa.gov/travelers/. 

LOST LUGGAGE 

In the case of lost luggage, immediately contact the airline personnel and file a lost luggage form.  
Our representatives will make every effort to track down wayward items.  If they are found on a 
timely basis which would permit them to catch up to you, they will do their best to forward them to 
you.  However, our representative cannot magically make them appear. 

 


